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FEATURED RESPONDERS 
 
Rebecca Drayse is the Director of TreePeopleõs Natural Urban Systems Group 
and Project Manager for the T.R.E.E.S. Project. She is the organizationõs liaison 
for the Sun Valley Watershed Project and has been responsible for developing 
and maintaining TreePeopleõs communication with watershed professionals 
locally and statewide. Rebecca is Vice President of the board of the Watershed 
Council, a steering committee member of the California Urban Water 
Conservation Council and an advisory board member of USCõs Sustainable Cities 
Program.  
 

Larry Forester Larry Forester has been a Council Member for the City of Signal 
Hill since 1999. In 2001, Larry helped to form the Coalition for Practical 
Regulation (CPR), a coalition of 43 Los Angeles County cities speaking on water 
issues. Larry serves on the Boards of the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 
and the Conservation Corps of Long Beach. He is also a member of the SCAG 
Energy and Environment Sub-Committee and Water Quality Task Force as well 
as the Gateway Cities Council of Governments, I ð 710 EIR/EIS Committee. 
Larry is also a board member of several HIV/AIDS related organizations. He 
received his BS Civil Engineering from the University of Notre Dame and an MS 
in Ocean Engineering from the Catholic University of America. 
 

Meredith McCarthy is the Director of Programs at Heal the Bay, where she has 
developed Coastal Cleanup Day, Pier Outreach, Speakers Bureau, Adopt-a-Beach, 
and Key to the Sea. Meredith works with organizations in the Compton Creek 
Watershed to promote community health through environmental health. She sits 
on the South Bay steering committee for the IRWMP where she advocates for 
multi benefit projects in disadvantaged communities. She also sits on the steering 
committee for Green LAõs Urban Ecosystems work group. 
 

Melanie Winter is the founder and director of The River Project, a non-profit 
dedicated to promoting comprehensive watershed-based planning and the 
revitalization of our rivers for the social, economic and environmental benefit of 
Los Angelesõ communities. Current projects include the restoration of habitat 
throughout the LA River in Sepulveda Basin, creation of two interpretive 
projects at Rio de Los Angeles State Park, expansion of the Studio City 
Greenway, and the ongoing Native River Gardeners program.  The River Project 
also recently completed a Watershed Management Plan for the 225 sq. mile 
Tujunga/Pacoima watershed. In 2006, she was honored as ôWoman of the Yearõ 
by Assemblymember Jackie Goldberg. 
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PROGRAM 
 
 

Welcomes & Introductions 
 

Paula Daniels, LA Board of Public Works Commissioner and Board of 
Directors, Los Angeles & San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council 

 
Nancy L.C. Steele, Executive Director, Los Angeles & San Gabriel Rivers 

Watershed Council 
 
 

ˊ 
 
 

Moderator 
 

Michael Drennan, Weston Solutions, Inc.  
 
 

ˊ 
 
 

Featured Presenters 
 

Shahram Kharaghani, LA Bureau of Sanitation, Stormwater Program 
 

Hector Bordas, LA County Department of Public Works, Watershed 
Management Division  

 

Neil Shapiro, City of Santa Monica, Environmental Programs Division 
 

Joe Edmiston, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
 
 

ˊ 
 
 

Getting at Solutions: A Discussion between the Panelists and Responders 
 

General Questions 
 

FEATURED PRESENTERS 
 
Hector J. Bordas is an Assistant Division Head of the Watershed Management 
Division of the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works.  He is 
responsible for strategic planning, management and support of the Greater LA 
County Region Integrated Regional Water Management effort.  He is also 
responsible for managing the implementation of a funding measure for the LA 
County Flood Control District that could finance improvements to address 
pollution in stormwater and urban runoff.  He has a BS in Biology from USC and 
a BS in Civil Engineering from California State University at Long Beach. 
 

Michael Drennan is Vice President and Southern California Watershed 
Management Practice Leader for the environmental engineering firm of Weston 
Solutions. He is a licensed civil engineer in the State of California and has 30 
years experience in the field of water quality/environmental regulations and 
policy. Mr. Drennan served as the Program Manager for the development of the 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) for Los Angeles County. 
The plan was awarded the 2007 Outstanding Civil Engineering Project in the Los 
Angeles Region by the American Society of Civil Engineers.  
 

Joe Edmiston was appointed Executive Director of the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy by Governor Jerry Brown in 1979. Under his leadership, the 
Conservancy has preserved over 60,000 acres of public parkland within and 
surrounding the Los Angeles Metropolitan region. Joe has lectured extensively on 
environmental planning, park development, and urban land use. He and the 
Conservancy have  received numerous national awards including the Daniel 
Burnham Award, the highest honor of the National Planning Association. 
 

Shahram Kharaghani is the Watershed Protection Division Manager for the 
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation. Shahram is responsible for the City's 
compliance with TMDLs and the National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Permit. He manages a $28 million program within nine City 
bureaus and departments and also oversees the implementation of five 
stormwater model programs in the areas of Illicit Connection/Discharge; Public 
Agency; Construction; and Planning & Engineering. He is the stormwater expert 
on the IRWMP leadership committee. 
 

Neal Shapiro is a Water Resources Section Supervisor and Urban Runoff 
Management Coordinator for the City of Santa Monicaõs Environmental 
Programs Division.  He oversees water conservation & efficiency programs and 
urban runoff management programs aimed at reduced water pollution and the 
sustainable use of water resources. He has been with the city since March 1999 
and worked previously with The Jacques Cousteau Society where, he researched 
global water issues.  Neal received a Masterõs in Marine Policy from the 
University of Delaware and a Bachelorõs in Aquatic Biology from UCSB.  


